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Mainichi Daily News

“Utility Pole

To the Editor: .

A friend of mine who has recently returned from his
tour around Eurcpe tells me how prelty the streeis of
metropolises there look, and says the secret of their
pretty appearances is that they have no utility poles —
electrie, telephone and telegraph poles — standing along
their sireets,

In  the “Yurakucho” of the vernacular Mainichi,
evening edition (July 13}, the columnist too describes
that matter and suggests that these should be replaced
with underground cables to make our cities appear fine.

In their opinions, the source of the ugly appearance of
our streets are the utility poles remaining standing. They
suggest the streets should be deprived of all these poles,

My opinion is to the contrary. How vividly I remember
the day when the electric poles were raised in my
hometown for the first time! It was on New Year’s Eve
more than three score of years ago, and [ was a fourth
grader then. How intently I gazed at operators working
on the tops of the poles just raised! They brought us
light, telephone and telegraphs. They are the carrier of
culture and civilization.

How many of us have not played tag around the utility
poles in our childhood? How many of us have not played
janken at one pole and, losing it, carrying all the other
children's bags of school things to the next pole on the
way home from school ?

‘The uti¥ity poles are the spring of our happy memories.
The streets deprived of these poles would be places bleak,
desolate and deserted, and stripped of culture, civilization
and humanity. [ wish all the streets across our country
had atility poles starding on both sides.

KIHEI MIZUTORI
Toyonaka, Osaka
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